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Getting there: Literacy activity

Antarctic passport
Introduction This activity explores what kind of characteristics a potential team member on 
a polar exploration would need. Each child will need to think carefully about the qualities s/he 
thinks are important to be part of a polar team. 

Learning Objective:
To create the text and key information required for a passport to the South Pole. To identify the 
qualities the children think are important to be part of a polar team.

Resources
1. Passport photos or digital cameras for photos
2. Height chart or measuring tapes
3. Ink pads for thumb prints.

Ask the children to plan and agree what should go on 
a passport fact-file. The information could include 
thumb-prints and passport sized photos, as well as the 
following information:

 1.  Full Name

 2.  Nationality

 3.  Date and Place of Birth

 4.  Eye Colour

 5.  Hair Colour

 6.  Height

 7.  Favourite Animal and Why

 8.  Hero and Why

 9.  Eco Credentials – What do they do for the   
  environment? Recycle? Save energy or water?   
  Cycle?

Next ask the children to discuss the characteristics 
and qualities they feel they would need to be a suc-
cessful member of a polar team, travelling to the 
bottom of the world and living with a small group of 
people in harsh polar conditions. Can they think of at 
least three qualities that would make them a good 
team member and can they give examples of when 
they have shown these qualities? Share their find-
ings. Examples could include easy-going, courageous, 
patient, resilient, flexible or adaptable, good sense of 
humour, risk taker?

With their completed fact-files the children should 
then write supporting statements that highlight the 
three (or more) qualities that would make them worthy 
members of an Antarctic expedition. 

Differentiation
Support will need to be given to enable the children 
to draw out the key features that would make them a 
special member of an Antarctica team. Can they think 
of three reasons as to why they should go? ‘I should go 
to Antarctica because ...’

Success Criteria
The children are able to present themselves through 
their passport and statements as someone special, 
someone worthy of this Antarctic experience.

Time: 1 hour Time Travellers
Introduction People from all over the world take part in the annual 2041 trip to Antarctica. 
When everyone reaches Ushuaia, the southern-most town in the world, they need a couple of 
days to recover from jet-lag after their long journeys to South America

Learning Objective:
To learn about how time zones work around the world.

Resources:
1. Time zone map of the world (available on www.2041.com) 
2. Time traveller worksheet (available on www.2041.com) 

Time: 1 hour

Give the children a copy of the time zone world map. 
Explain to the children that they will be calculating the 
time in different cities around the world based on the 
time in London. Time zones differ depending on where 
you are in the world. Time zones are either ahead of 
or behind London. We calculate time zones by tak-
ing Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) in London as the mid 
point in the world. If a country is five hours ahead of 
GMT, we say that it is GMT+5 hrs. If it is five hours later 
than GMT, we say it is GMT–5 hrs. 

Hand the class the Time zone worksheet and see if they 
can fill out the table illustrated below. Children can use 
the Time zone world map to help them. They may also 
like to use clockfaces to do the working out manually.

To work out the arrival time, the class should calculate 
how many hours behind or ahead of Buenos Aires (BA) 
the city is, and start the calculation by going back the 
number of hours to get the BA time. The second part of 
the calculation is to work out the arrival time in BA by 
adding on the flight time. Remember BA is GMT-3 hrs.

If you have time, you could add a 2 hour wait and a 3 
hour flight down to Ushuaia to the Buenos Aires arrival 
times and find out when the 2041 team members ar-
rived in Ushuaia.

Success Criteria
1. Children understand that there are time zones   
 all round the world, ahead and behind London GMT.

2. The children can work out the time in cities   
 ahead or behind GMT.

3. Some children can work out arrival times of   
 journeys, using flight times and time differences.

Time in City (+/- GMT)    

London (GMT) 8am 6pm 1am 3pm

e.g. Buenos Aires (GMT-3 hrs) 5am 3pm 10pm 12pm

Paris (GMT+1 hrs) 9am 7pm 2am 4pm

New York (GMT-5 hrs) 3am 7pm 2am 4pm

Toronto (GMT-6 hrs) 2am 12pm 7pm 9am

Tokyo (GMT+9 hrs) 5pm 3am 10am 12am

Capetown (GMT+2 hrs) 10am 8pm 3am 5pm

Los Angeles (GMT-8 hrs) 12pm 10am 5pm 7am

Beijing (GMT+8 hrs) 4pm 2am 9am 11pm

Sydney (GMT+10 hrs) 6pm 4am 11am 1am

Moscow (GMT+3 hrs) 11am 9pm 4am 6pm
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1 Answers:

City Dep. 
Ti me

BA Time Flight 
Time

Arrival in BA 
(GMT -3 hrs)

London (GMT) 9am 6am 13 hrs 7pm (SD)

Paris (GMT+1 hrs) 2pm 10am 14 hrs 12am (Midnight)

New York (GMT-5 hrs) 10pm 12am 11 hrs 11am (ND)

Toronto (GMT-6 hrs) 1am 4am 13 hrs 5pm (SD)

Tokyo (GMT+9 hrs) 4pm 4am (ND) 20 hrs 12am (Midnight SD)

Capetown (GMT+2 hrs) 6am 1am 9 hrs 10am (SD)

Los Angeles (GMT-8 hrs) 5pm 10pm 16 hrs 2pm (ND)

Beijing (GMT+8 hrs) 7.30am 8.30pm (PD) 23 hrs 7.30pm (SD)

Sydney (GMT+10 hrs) 11.30am 10.30pm (PD) 16 hrs 2.30pm (SD)

Moscow (GMT+3 hrs) 3.30pm 9.30am 16.5 hrs 2am (ND)

Getting there: Maths activity
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Differentiation
To simplify the exercise, make a time line on the whiteboard 
that goes from -12 to 0 and onto +12. Use counters to move 
forwards and backwards along the time line.

To extend the exercise, children can use the Time zone world 
map to work out what time flights from around the world arrive 
in Buenos Aires (before the 3 _ hour flight down to Ushuaia).

Key: ND = Next Day  PD = Previous Day  SD = Same Day 

3. Clockfaces  
4. Globe.


